
PRSRT STD

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

Greensburg, PA

PERMIT No. 88

Box 1071

Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666

Jacobs Creek
Watershed

Association...
Working to maintain and improve
our watershed area and to protect

the high quality of life here.

WHEN: The Fourth Wednesday of

March, May, July, September, November

WHERE: Scottdale Borough Office

TIME: 6:30 pm

For more information:
Please call Mike Barrick at

724-837-5271

Join us at our

monthly meetings...

Grant Acknowledgement
“Financial support for this project is
provided by the Dominion Foundation

which is dedicated to the economic,

physical and social health of the

communities served by Dominion

companies.”

“This newsletter was funded through a
grant program administered by Western

Pennsylvania Conservancy’s Watershed

Assistance Center. Through the Center,

Western Pennsylvania Conservancy is

committed to its core mission of

conserving water, land, and life.”
Newsletter layout by The DeskTop,

724-875-3050, Scottdale, PA

Activities Calendar
April

15-First

Day of

Trout

Season

April 23-St.

Vincent College’s

Earth Day Celebration

April 28-Arbor Day

May 8-Fayette County

Children’s Groundwater

Festival

June 26-Fishing Derby

August 20-Scottdale

Community Picnic

September 22-Fifth

Annual Riffle Run

Scramble

September 27-JCWA

Membership Picnic

2006 Growing

Greener Applications

T
he Jacobs Creek Watershed

Association is planning to apply

for two Growing Greener Grants

this spring.

The JCWA will be submitting an

assessment grant to evaluate the quality

of the waters in Jacobs Creek and a

number of tributaries to Jacobs Creek.

The PA DEP has assessed the entire

Jacobs Creek Watershed and has found a

number of tributaries are not meeting their

designated use.  The streams are polluted

from a number of non-point sources.

According to test results by the DEP,

sedimentation, nutrient and Abandoned

Mine Drainage (AMD) are the primary

sources of non-point pollution in the

impaired sections of Jacobs Creek and it’s

tributaries in the Mt. Pleasant and

Scottdale areas.  The JCWA is hoping to

complete an assessment and develop an

implementation plan.  The implementation

plan will help the JCWA with future grant

applications to the PA DEP to help

eliminate the non-point source pollutants.

The JCWA is also planning to apply to

the DEP Growing Greener program for a

design and permitting plan for the Stauffer

Run discharges. The conceptual plan was

completed in the summer of 2005.  The

JCWA would like to proceed forward

with this project and get the

environmental permits and plans to build

a treatment system for the abandoned

acid mine discharges on Stauffer Run.
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Help Wanted
The JCWA is seeking any senior or

resident of the community

for water quality

monitoring and outdoor

environmental education

initiatives. Please contact the JCWA

724-837-5271 today to begin your

involvement!

On September 23, 2005, JCWA

sponsored the Fourth Annual Riffle

Run Scramble at the Donegal

Highlands Golf Course. The cost was

$65 per person and included 18 holes,

a cart, lunch, dinner and prizes.

Approximately sixty golfers attended

the event. In addition the JCWA had

help by sponsors to support the event.

The following organizations helped

make the event a great success: C-K

Composites, Menasha Packaging

Company, Amcel Center, Wal-mart,

Westmoreland Conservation District,

Blazosky Associates, Wetlands Habitat

Management Inc., Municipal Authority

of Westmoreland County, Western

Pennsylvania Conservancy, Donegal

Highland Golf Course, Hedin

Environmental, and McTish, Kunkle and

Associates. The JCWA raised $600.00 to

help continue its mission. Thank you to

all the sponsors and participants. Hope

to see you next year!

JCWA Golf Outing a Success!

T
he Jacobs Creek Watershed Asso-

ciation (JCWA) received a

Growing Greener Grant in 2003 to

minimize sediment pollution from the

stream banks within the Donegal

Highlands Golf Course. The project was

designed by Eric Robertson an Engineer

from the Pennsylvania Association of

Conservation Districts. He works at the

Somerset Technical Assistance Center at

the Natural Resource Con-servation

Service (NRCS) offices. Eric designed

In the fall of 2005 the JCWA started

construction of the project. A local con-

tractor excavated the stream banks. With

assistance from the golf course

employees, they installed 3580 feet of

coir log. The log was installed at the

bottom of the stream bank preventing the

stream banks from eroding and polluting

the water. The coir logs will decay over

time but the roots from vegetation will

shore-up the bank mini-mizing erosion or

preventing it completely. The contractor

also installed rock on the stream banks to

help reduce bank erosion. The rock was

used were the velocity of the water was

too great for the coir log. In the spring of

2006 the JCWA will complete the project

with the riparian plantings.

The JCWA believes the project was

successful and the JCWA hopes to help

keep Jacobs Creek clean so the trout

down stream in Laurelville will have clean

and clear water to live in.

the bank stabilization project to enhance

natural stream characteristics for Jacobs

Creek within the Golf Course. He used a

variety of bank stabilization methods

including coir fiber log,  rock rip-rap

and a variety of native vegetation

including grasses, shrubs, and trees.

Coir logs used

to stabilize the

stream banks

at Donegal

Highland Golf

Course.

Donegal Highlands Restoration Project

Spring 2015

Spring 2015

JCWA Upcoming Events

10 Mt. Pleasant Road 
Scottdale, PA 15683
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Hello Friends, Residents and Members of Jacobs Creek Watershed: 
My name is Annie Quinn and I was hired by the Board of Directors as the new Executive Director of Jacobs 
Creek Watershed Association (JCWA) in January.  I am very excited to work with each of you towards our 
mission for conservation, environmental education, and recreation in the watershed.
In November of 2014, Patty Miller stepped down to return to work at the state Department of Environmental 
Protection.  Patty did not leave small shoes to fill.  She is an amazing role model and I hope to lead the 
organization with a smile as bright as hers.  I am proud to say that JCWA retained her wisdom and knowledge 
by electing her to the board of directors in March.  Patty, thank you for your five years of dedicated service to 
JCWA!  You grew the organization with leadership and grace.  I look forward to carrying on your programs, 
events, and outreach as they are the backbone and an important part of JCWA.  Thank you! 
My story starts just north of here, as I was raised in Export and attended Franklin Regional School District.  I 
graduated and attended American University in Washington DC for my undergraduate degrees in Political 

Science and Environmental Science.  Upon graduation I moved to Cleveland Ohio, was married to my husband Ryan Quinn and 
started my career in an Industrial Facility.  I worked on environmental compliance and permitting.  Three years later, we moved 
back to Pittsburgh to be close to family and I started my master’s program at Duquesne University.  We welcomed our Son, 
Elliott in 2010.  While working through my master’s program part-time, I was able to gain environmental education experience 
and non-profit management experience.  I graduated in 2013 and only a few months later welcomed our daughter, Norah.  
Although I had a strong background in environmental compliance and consulting, something changed as I took my conservation 
biology masters classes and while raising my children.  I wanted a professional change.  I wanted to actually see the power 
of smart environmental science decisions on the world.  I wanted to be a part of small thoughtful changes that can have 
synergistic changes on an entire system.  I wanted to work on local issues that affect people directly and help improve both 
the environmental health and financial sustainability of infrastructure in the region.  I wanted to combine all my skills that I 
have picked up from different jobs into one position: technical writing, environmental law, chemistry, education, management, 
conservation, volunteering and service.  I found ALL those skills in non-profit watershed management.  It is a dream come true 
to work at JCWA. I promise to serve you and the creek to the best of my ability.  I hope to bring new energy and passion to the 
conservation of Jacobs Creek! 
I also look forward to meeting each of you and working with you to accomplish big things! Thank you to the Board of Directors 
for trusting me to sustain and grow the organization to its full potential.  
JCWA will always have an open door policy and I invite each one of you to visit and call at the office with questions, concerns 
and introduce yourselves.  Please consider me your ally and friend as we work to clean up the watershed! 

Visit JCWA at www.jacobscreekwatershed.orgThis newsletter was funded by a grant from the Richard King Mellon Foundation.
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Dominion Mini Grant Awards Program
Annie Quinn received the grant award on behalf of JCWA from 
Dominion who sponsors the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy 
Mini Grant Program on April 8.  The 2015 mini grant will be used 
to develop educational brochures and outreach materials for public 
events that JCWA attends.  We are so thankful to Dominion and 
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy for the opportunity to explain 
our mission, describe our creek and meet new members! 

June 11th- Evening Adopt-the-Highway Clean up!  Meet 
at 5:30 pm at the Golf Course! Bring a Date!
June 12th- Longtime members and volunteers Don 
and Cheryel Sechrist Celebrate 50 years of marriage!  
Congratulations!
June 20th- 10am RIVER SWEEP Event (http://www.
orsanco.org/river-sweep).  Location TBA. 
June 27th- JCWA First Family Fishing Social at 
GreenLick Lake (details to come!)
July 30th- Aug. 8th- Visit our booth at the Fayette 
County Fair! 
August 2nd- Scottdale Community Yard Sale!  Sell your 
stuff to support JCWA!  More information to come!
AUGUST 15th - MEMBERS PICNIC!  SAVE THE 
DATE! 
August 16th- Scottdale Picnic In the Park!  Loucks Park 
for family friendly activities and JCWA Popcorn! 
August 17th-22nd- Visit our booth at the Bullskin 
Township Fair!
SEPTEMBER 11th- The Riffle Run Golf Outing!  
SAVE THE DATE!

Westmoreland County
Environthon Winners! 
JCWA is excited to announce that students at Southmoreland High school 
placed 3rd in Westmoreland County’s 30th Envirothon!  Hosted by 
Westmoreland Conservation District in Twin Lakes Park, the competition was 
held April 27th and the exams focused on soils, aquatics, wildlife, forestry and 
urban forestry current events.  GO SCOTTIES! 
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number of tributaries are not meeting their
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According to test results by the DEP,

sedimentation, nutrient and Abandoned

Mine Drainage (AMD) are the primary
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impaired sections of Jacobs Creek and it’s

tributaries in the Mt. Pleasant and
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plan will help the JCWA with future grant
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design and permitting plan for the Stauffer

Run discharges. The conceptual plan was

completed in the summer of 2005.  The

JCWA would like to proceed forward

with this project and get the
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a treatment system for the abandoned
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Board of Directors
Michael Barrick, President

Kristina Tarasan, Vice President
Susie Carmichael, Secretary

Barry Whoric, Treasurer
Joseph Kalinowski
Sharyn Kmieciak

Patricia Miller

Anne Quinn, Executive Director

Associates
Rita Coleman 

PA DEP

Heather Fowler
Fayette County Conservation District

Rob Cronauer
Westmoreland Conservation District

Mission
Jacobs Creek Watershed

Association is a non-profit
organization dedicated to the 
conservation of our natural

resources, rehabilitation of the
creek and watershed, environmental

education and recreation.

For More Information
10 Mt. Pleasant Road 
Scottdale, PA 15683

Phone (724) 887-8220, ext. 3
Fax (724) 887-0195

Email annie@jacobscreekwatershed.org
www.jacobscreekwatershed.org

www.facebook.com/
jacobscreekwatershed
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Be The Change You Want 
To See In The World -- Gandhi

Members and volunteer efforts 
help the JCWA to continue our 

mission. Without them the strength 
of our voice and the power of our 

actions is diminished.

Please become a 
MEMBER today.

You’ll be glad you did!

Yes! I want to help preserve and 
protect the Jacobs Creek Watershed

Date ________________________________

Name _______________________________

Address _____________________________

____________________________________

Phone _______________________________

Fax _________________________________

Email _______________________________

Annual Memberships
____ $ 5 Student/Senior

____ $10 Individual

____ $20 Family

____ $25 Small Business

____ $50 Organization

____ $75 Corporate

Make checks payable to:
Jacobs Creek Watershed Association

10 Mt. Pleasant Road 
Scottdale, PA 15683

Phone (724) 887-8220, ext. 3

Watershed Word: 
Skunk Cabbage
Skunk Cabbage (Symplocarpus 
foetidus), an odiferous wetland 
plant,  is one of the first signs that 
spring has come to our watershed. 
If you are hiking in the woods, 
perhaps near a stream in early 
March, you will notice yellow 
and maroon hood-like leaves 
called spathes emerging from 
beneath the ice and snow. This 
unique plant is one of a small 
group of plants that is capable of 
thermogenesis (generating its own heat).  Skunk cabbage flowers produce enough warmth to 
melt the wintry precipitation, allowing them to become the first plant to emerge in the spring.  
This warmth is created by the flower heads breaking down starches in their roots while using 
a great deal of oxygen. In fact, the amount of oxygen consumed during this process is similar 
to that of a small mammal of comparable size! The species name, foetidus, means “fetid” or 
“stinking”.  Skunk cabbage produces a pungent odor that is used to attract pollinators, such as 
flies and bees.
Reference for Photo: http://plants.usda.gov/java/largeImage?imageID=syfo_007_ahp.tif
Article by: Kristina Tarasan
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2015 Fugitive Tire Round UP!  
Boy Scout Troop 150 cleared the woods and creek 
of 261 fugitive tires on April 11th!  JCWA and The 
troop successfully cleared out 3 sites around South 
Huntington Township.  The scouts hauled tires that 
had been dumped illegally.  However, even good 
meaning citizens find it expensive and hard to dispose 

of and recycle tires.  Why worry about these abandoned tires?  Tires pollute streams, are 
ugly, provide habitat for pests and damage stormwater infrastructure.  They are a hazard 
to the environment and Jacob’s Creek wants the tires evicted!   JCWA was happy to work 
with and organize the event with the scouts for the 4th year.  Westmoreland Clean-ways 
through the Fugitive Tire Round-up Program sponsored the event.  The scouts get paid 
per tire, while the tires meet their fate and are recycled in an environmentally friendly 
manner.   Thank you for the donation of man power, truck power and front loader power 
South Huntington Township!  Everyone made a great team.  Thank you Scouts, leaders and 
parents.  Troop 150, you are obviously very strong men able to make real change in the 
world! 

Wings over the Watershed! 
On April 25th, JCWA celebrated its 4th Annual 
Earth Day Event!  This year it was held at 
Willow Park in Mt. Pleasant Borough.  For the 
Wings over the Watershed Event, 21 volunteers 
came out to install bat boxes and Blue Bird 
houses.  The event included a presentation of 
fun facts about bats and birds and a special 
guest appearance by Bat Dog!  The team 
installed 2 bat boxes, each with a unique and 
custom paint job.  Even the smallest hands 
helped as painting and designing are fun for all 
ages!  

Four birdhouses were painted beautifully by 
JCWA member, Cheryel Sechrist and grandson, 
Luke.  Southmoreland high school students 
helped design a bat box worthy of Gotham 
City!  Abby Dzurko and Elliott Quinn helped 
paint a bat box and post too!  Don Sechrist, 
Don Seder, and Cub Scout Troup members dug 
postal holes for installation.  Everyone helped 
get the poles and boxes in the ground- especially mixing the cement.  

Hopefully Blue Birds and bats will find their new homes 
warm and inviting this summer.  

JCWA loves bats because they pollinate a variety of plant 
species and they eat tons of insects. One Little Brown 
Bat, PA’s most common bat, can eat up to 1000 insects 
in a single hour. That is the equivalent of eating half 
its body weight 
in insects in just 

one night. Imagine if you had to eat half your weight in 
food everyday! These important creatures need our help 
now more than ever as they are under a great threat from 
white-nose syndrome, a fungal disease that has devastated 
many bat populations.

Earth Day is every day at JCWA and it is only possible 
because of our dedicated volunteers and supporters! 
Thank you 84 Lumber for discounted supplies, the houses are strong because of you.

Hook, Line & Sink-Into Recycling
The Fayette County Conservation 
District, working in conjunction with the 
Jacobs Creek Watershed Association, 
the Brownsville Area High School 
Environmental Club, local Boy Scout Troop 
150, the Fayette County Public Works 
Department and the PA Fish and Boat 
Commission has installed and will maintain 
20 monofilament recycling receptacles 
between Dunlap Lake and Greenlick Lake.  
In addition to installing the recycling 
receptacles, the partnership will work 
together to recycle the fishing line, develop 
and install two educational signs and 
coordinate annual clean-up events.
The project is sponsored by a grant from the Community Foundation of Fayette County and 
supported by Lowe’s #0187.
Improperly discarded monofilament (fishing line) is a source of nonpoint source pollution that 
negatively impacts our watersheds and can be hazardous to humans and animals. Monofilament 
is strong, thin and almost invisible and may stay in a water body for as long as 600 years.  
Wildlife may swallow fishing line, resulting in illness or death, or they may become entangled 
resulting in drowning, strangulation, starvation, loss of limb, disfigurement or other life-
threatening injuries. Fishing line can also be a threat to swimmers and boaters. Humans can 
be caught on hooks hidden in discarded line and may drown if they become entangled. Boat 
propellers snared in discarded line may seize up resulting in costly repairs.
The monofilament recycling receptacles were constructed from PVC pipe and were mounted on posts at selected sites throughout 
each park. Signs on the receptacles alert anglers to the recycling efforts and will be complimented with educational arboretum style 
signage that will be installed at key locations in each park to highlight the importance of monofilament recycling as well as the 
simple efforts individuals can take to improve the lake environment. 
Contribution by Heather Fowler, Fayette County Conservation District


